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PROPOSED ABERDEENSHIRE LOCAL
DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2020

RESPONSE FORM

As part of the production of the Local Development Plan, a ‘Main Issues Report’ was
published in January 2019. The responses from these consultations have helped to
inform the content of the Proposed Local Development Plan (“the Proposed Plan”).

The Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan will direct decision-making on land-use
planning issues and planning applications in Aberdeenshire for the 10-year period from
2021 to 2031. The Proposed Plan was agreed by Aberdeenshire Council in March 2020
as the settled view of the Council. However, the Proposed Plan will be subjected to an
independent examination and is now open for public comment.

This is your opportunity to tell us if anything should be changed in the
Proposed Plan, and why.

When writing a response to the Proposed Plan it is important to specifically state the
modification(s) that you would wish to see to the Plan.

This is the only remaining opportunity to comment on the Proposed Plan. The reasons for
any requested changes will be analysed and reported to Scottish Ministers. They will then
appoint a person known as a Reporter to conduct a public examination of the Proposed
Plan, focusing particularly on any unresolved issues and the changes sought.

Ministers expect representations (or responses) to be concise (no more than 2000 words)
and accompanied by limited supporting documents. [t is important to ensure that all of the
information that you wish to be considered is submitted during this consultation period as
there is no further opportunity to provide information, unless specifically asked.

Please email comments to |dp@aberdeenshire.gov.uk or send this form to reach us by 31
July 2020*.

We recommend that you keep a copy of your representation for your own records.

*UPDATE 16 June 2020: Consultation period was extended from 17 July 2020 for a further

two-week period.
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ACCESSIBILITY

If you need information from this document in an
alternative language or in a Large Print, Easy Read,
Braille or BSL, please telephone 01467 536230.

Jeigu pageidaujate Sio dokumento kita kalba arba atspausdinto stambiu Sriftu,
supaprastinta kalba, parasyta Brailio rastu arba brity gesty kalba, praSome skambinti
01467 536230.

Daca aveti nevoie de informatii din acest document intr-o alta limba sau intr-un format cu
scrisul mare, usor de citit, tipar pentru nevazatori sau in limbajul semnelor, va rugam sa
telefonati la 01467 536230.

Jesli potrzebowali beda Panstwo informacji z niniejszego dokumentu w innym jezyku,
pisanych duzg czcionka, w wersji tatwej do czytania, w alfabecie Braille’a lub w brytyjskim
jezyku migowym, prosze o telefoniczny kontakt na numer 01467 536230.

Ja jums nepiecieSama $ai dokumenta sniegta informacija kada cita valoda vai lielad druka,
viegli lasama teksta, Braila raksta vai BSL (britu zZimju valoda), lGdzu, zvaniet uz 01467
536230.

Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan
Woodhill House, Westburn Road, Aberdeen, AB16 5GB

Tel: 01467 536230

Email: Idp@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Web: www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/Idp
Follow us on Twitter @ShireLDP

If you wish to contact one of the area planning offices, please call 01467 534333 and ask
for the relevant planning office or email planning@aberdeenshire.gov.uk.



Please use this form to make comments

on the Proposed Aberdeenshire Local

Development Plan 2020. If you are making

comments about more than one topic it would be very

helpful if you could fill in a separate response form for each issue you wish to raise.

Please email or send the form to reach us by 31 July 2020 at the following address:

Post: Planning Policy Team, Infrastructures Services
Aberdeenshire Council, Woodhill House, Westburn Road, ABERDEEN, AB16 5GB

Email: ldp@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Please refer to our Privacy Notice at the end of this form for details of your rights under
the Data Protection Act.

YOUR DETAILS

Title: Mrs

First Name: Lesley

Surname: Tierney

Date: 29.07.2020

Postal Address: Lippe Architects + Planners,_
Postcode: _

Telephone Number: _

Are you happy to receive future correspondence only by email? Yes v No [

Are you responding on behalf of another person? Yes v No [J

If yes who are you representing? | Kirkwood Homes

L] Tick the box if you would like to subscribe to the Aberdeenshire LDP eNewsletter:

An acknowledgement will be sent to this address soon after the close of consultation.



YOUR COMMENTS

Please provide us with your comments below. We will summarise comments and in our
analysis will consider every point that is made. Once we have done this we will write back
to you with Aberdeenshire Council’s views on the submissions made. We will publish your
name as the author of the comment, but will not make your address public.

Modification that you wish to see (please make specific reference to the section of the
Proposed Plan you wish to see modified if possible, for example Section 9, paragraph
E1.1): Appendix 7c - Formartine

Inclusion of bid site FR062 at Newbarns for residential development.

Reason for change:

There are inconsistencies in accepting bid site FR061 but not FR062. The positive
aspects of the site are not acknowledged in dismissing FR062. The allocation of site
FRO62 allows for better co-ordination and flexibility in delivering development.

We have engaged with Meldrum, Daviot and Bourtie Community Council for a number of
years and they have extensively supported the inclusion of the larger site to help deliver
development in Oldmeldrum and provide an extension to the Pleasure Park to be
provided.

Please see attached paper apart which details the full representation proposing the
modification to include FR062.




PRIVACY NOTICE
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PUBLIC COMMENT

The Data Controller of the information being collected is
Aberdeenshire Council.

The Data Protection Officer can be contacted at Town
House, 34 Low Street, Banff, AB45 1AY.

Email: dataprotection@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Your information is being collected to use for the following
purposes:

+ To provide public comment on the Aberdeenshire Local
Development Plan. The data on the form will be used to
inform Scottish Ministers and individual(s) appointed to
examine the Proposed Local Development Plan 2020. It
will inform the content of the Aberdeenshire Local
Development Plan 2021.

Your information is:

submission) will be published alongside a copy of your
completed response on the Proposed Local Development
Plan website (contact details and information that is
deemed commercially sensitive will not be made available
to the public).

In accordance with Regulation 22 of the Town and Country
(Development Planning) (Scotland) Regulations 2008
where the appointed person determines that further
representations should be made or further information
should be provided by any person in connection with the
examination of the Proposed Plan the appointed person
may by notice request that person to make such further
representations or to provide such further information.

Being collected by Aberdeenshire Council X

Your information will be transferred to or stored in the
following countries and the following safeguards are in
place:

The Legal Basis for collecting the information is:

Not applicable.

Personal Data

The retention period for the data is:

Legal Obligations X

Where the Legal Basis for processing is either
Performance of a Contract or Legal Obligation, please note
the following cansequences of failure to provide the
information:

It is a Statutory Obligation under Section 18 of the Town
and Country (Scotland) Act 1997, as amended, for
Aberdeenshire Council to prepare and publish a Proposed
Local Development plan on which representations must be
made to the planning authority within a prescribed period
of time. Failure to provide details requested in the "Your
Details’ section of this form will result in Aberdeenshire
Council being unable to accept your representation.

Aberdeenshire Council will only keep your personal

data for as long as is needed. Aberdeenshire Council

will retain your response and personal data for a retention
period of 5 years from the date upon which it was
collected. After 5 years Aberdeenshire Council will review
whether it is necessary to continue to retain your
information for a longer period. A redacted copy of your
submission will be retained for 5 years beyond the life of
the Local Development Plan 2021, possibly until 2037.

The following automated decision-making, including
profiling, will be undertaken:

Not applicable.

Your information will be shared with the following recipients
or categories of recipient:

Members of the public are being given this final
opportunity to comment on the Proposed Aberdeenshire
Local Development Plan. The reasons for any changes
that the Council receives will be analysed and reported to
Scottish Ministers. They will then appoint a person to
conduct a public examination of the Proposed Plan,
focusing particularly on the unresolved issues raised and
the changes sought.

Your name and respondent identification number (provided
to you by Aberdeenshire Council on receipt of your

Please note that you have the following rights:

* to withdraw consent at any time, where the Legal Basis
specified above is Consent;

* to lodge a complaint with the Information
Commissioner’s Office (after raising the issue with the
Data Protection Officer first);

» to request access to your personal data;

+ to data portability, where the legal basis specified above
is:

(i) Consent; or
(i) Performance of a Contract;

* to request rectification or erasure of your personal data,
as so far as the legislation permits.
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The indicative capacity of the site is for 146 units including 37 units for affordable housing.

In terms of design, two points of access are shown with a central area of overlooked open
space. A SUDS area has been designed. The site is not visible in the wider landscape.
Local vernacular will be considered given proximity of nearby listed St Andrews Church and
rural setting.

The open space links to existing pleasure park to augment that facility. This is an
opportunity to open links to the north of the village where other allocations are located.

The existing water course will be retained to create a feature within the site and improve
biodiversity. Development timescales would tie in with the planned upgrade of
Oldmeldrum Waste Water Treatment Plant by 2022.

In terms of transportation an eastern bypass is still not a strategic requirement. If one were
required it would be located further to the east. Existing points of access can serve the
development subject to an agreed strategy for access from Newbarns and Park Lane/Park
Road/Park Crescent. Linkages to the town centre are essential in delivering safe routes to
school. There is an existing pedestrian crossing on the A947. New crossing/s and
pavements can be provided. Connectivity can be provided for pedestrians to the adjacent

site at Chapelpark and the Council's Transport Interchange.

A previous in principle assessment was provided by the Developer Obligations Team in May
2015. Pupils from this development are zoned to Meldrum Primary School. The school is
now operating in excess of its capacity, however, from 2021 onwards the roll will again fall.
Discussions can be held with Education to determine if contributions are required. Pupils are
also zoned to Meldrum Academy, which will be operating marginally over capacity by 1% in
2022. Again, discussions with Education can determine if contributions are required.

In terms of delivery, this site has been the subject of previous LDP bids. There has been a
material change in circumstances in Oldmeldrum — development needs to happen to
support the growth and prosperity of the settlement. Newbarns is a realistic and deliverable
allocation for Oldmeldrum. The site has been promoted in the community for a number of
years with positive feedback. The first public consultation is May 2015 was well received.
Importantly the Community Council met with the development team in April 2015, November
2016 and as recently as January 2018. The general consensus is that Newbarns is a
sensible and desirable location for development. There have been difficulties in delivery of
the allocated housing land in Oldmeldrum since 2012 perhaps a result of the general

economic climate and more recently due to waste water constraints. Delivery of additional




housing in Oldmeldrum is recognised by Meldrum, Daviot and Bourtie Community Council as
a priority to help support the town, attract new development, help aid the traffic in general,
help promote sewerage capacity, school capacity and health care capacity.

This is a modest and sensible addition for Oldmeldrum which remains an important service
centre in a central location in Aberdeenshire. It can benefit from improvements to the AS47
and potential upgrade of the A96 in the direction of Oldmeldrum. At a modest and sensible
size the development is deliverable in the first stage of the plan 2021 — 2026.
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MIR Response - Site FR062, Newbarns, Oldmeldrum

Two bids were submitted for residential development on ground at Newbarns, Oldmeldrum.
The first bid, site FR061, has been accepted by officers and is recommended for inclusion in
the Main Issues Report and the Proposed Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2021. Bid
site FR062 includes the land which has been accepted in bid site GR061 along with an
additional area of land which has not been preferred by officers. This representation requires
to be read in the context of the related development bids for the land at the pre-MIR stage.

Bid site FR061 is for 88 houses. In accepting this smaller site officers have recommended the
capacity of this site is increased to 146 houses. While bid site FR062 for the larger site
including bid site FR061 requested an allocation for 146 houses, it is evident through
discussions with the community and the design process which has evolved over a number of
years for Newbarns that a larger site of no more than 200 units overall delivers a more
acceptable layout and other benefits. The provision of roads, surface water drainage areas
and open space all impact on the developable site area. What can be seen in the updated
masterplan submitted with this representation is that bid site FR062 delivers a far more
sustainable layout which can deliver a large area of land to the community to extend the

existing recreation ground.

In terms of the written assessment of bid sites FR061 and FR062 in the Main Issues Report,
there are inconsistencies and anomalies in accepting FR061 but rejecting FR062. In
recommending bid site FR061 officers note that the Newbarns area is the only non-allocated
site in the village that could be considered for development and that other sites around
Oldmeldrum may be precluded from long term development. These positive aspects are not
acknowledged in bid site FR062.

In dismissing bid site FR062 it is noted that it is almost entirely on prime agricultural land and
there is no convincing reason why this site should be allocated. However, this has not been
mentioned as an issue in the assessment for bid site FR061. Other disadvantages listed in
rejecting bid site FR062 are the need for school children to cross the A947 and the impact that
development may have on the opportunities for an eastern by-pass. It is further noted
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that this may have already been prejudiced by the approval of housing at Chapelpark, but
development of the Newbarns site will force any by-pass significantly further east and
potentially prejudice connection to the A947 and B9170 roundabout due to conflicts with
ancient woodlands. These matters are not included in the assessment of bid site FR061. Bid
site FR061 has been recommended for inclusion notwithstanding the need for residents to
cross the A947.

Discussions with Aberdeenshire Council Roads and Transportation officers have confirmed
that there is no identified need at this time for an eastern by-pass. This point has also been
further discussed with representatives from the Community Council who would like to see a
southern link road and consider there is no requirement for an eastern bypass. Officers are
also seeking contributions for an additional pedestrian crossing on the A947 as part of the
adjacent Chapelpark development and the Council's own Transport Interchange Project.

Contributions could equally be made for the Newbarns site.

There has been a suggestion that there should be a vehicular link between the Chapelpark
site and the Newbarns site. While located in close proximity to each other, they are able to
provide their own separate vehicular accesses. The FR062 site at Newbarns shows two points
of vehicular access at Newbarns and Park Lane which are both already designed to the
standard required to be extended into a further development area. Indeed the approval of the
existing houses on Park Lane required the road to be upgraded as Council officers were keen
to ensure that it would allow a bigger development to be accommodated in the future. The
Chapelpark site only requires one vehicular access which has already been approved in
principle. Transportation and Roads officer are happy with this arrangement. The two sites
can, however, be connected via a pedestrian link, subject to appropriate landowner

agreements being in place.

The MIR notes that Oldmeldrum, Bourtie and Daviot Community Council is supportive of the
larger FR062 site. Continued discussions and engagement with the community and
Community Council have taken place over the last four years to promote development at
Newbarns including two formal public consultation events. The latest presentation to the
Community Council took place on 26" February 2019 and they remain supportive of the larger

FR062 site. The Community Council is keen to secure an extension to the existing recreation
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ground and this remains one of their main aims. The larger FR062 site shows a large area of
ground to provide this extension. The latest discussion sought to provide clarification and
commitment on behalf of both the current landowner but also Kirkwood Homes as the

developer.

In the first instance, the Council would be approached to adopt this as a formal recreation area
as an extension to the existing recreation ground which the Council maintains. The
Community Council is also investigating whether a separate Trust could be created to be
responsible for the future maintenance of this area. It is understood that a factored, private

arrangement would not be appropriate in this instance.

The masterplan clearly shows this large area of ground measuring 1.67 hectares which would
be offered early to the community. This can only be done if the larger site FR062 is allocated.
The Community Council has worked hard to engage with the Oldmeldrum Community as part
of its “future growth” consultations and Local Development Plan engagement. To only allow
the smaller FR061 site would not allow the extended recreation ground to be delivered for at
least a minimum of another 10 years and there is a risk that the opportunity to extend the

recreation ground could be lost.

The extended recreation ground is obviously part of the open space requirement for the
development but the additional inclusion of the Den of Gownor to the north-east, which is
already a popular area for walking, as a more formal and accessible area of open space, would
also provide another recreational area of benefit to the Community. The landowner would
retain ownership of this area, however, improvements would be made to the general
appearance and condition of the footpaths and trees along with some new facilities such as
benches, ‘trim trail’ or similar. The Den of Gownor does not form part of the Core Path network
but there would be an opportunity to formalise this and for it to become part of the network in

the future.

Looking at the density of housing on the larger FR062 site, although the original bid was for
146 homes, the densification of sites being proposed by Officers would allow a higher number
of units to be developed. The masterplan does not indicate a maximum figure but if an
extrapolation of where other sites have been densified is done on the FR062 site, it would
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suggest more than 200 units. However, this representation seeks around a maximum of 200

units bearing in mind the infrastructure and open space being delivered.

Discussions are also continuing with the Developer Obligations team and will look to address
any education constraints. The protection of ancient woodland adjoining the north east corner
of the site would be protected and a flood risk assessment and habitat survey would be carried

out to submit with any formal planning application.

As noted by officers this is a location in Oldmeldrum which is not constrained, where
development can be delivered and which is accepted as an acceptable location for
development. It would therefore be sensible to allocate the larger FR062 site which, while
only delivering approximately 50 additional housing units over and above the FR061 site, can
deliver much more to the community. The larger site would not densify the site to an
unacceptable or undeliverable degree. Although the LDP will be a ten year plan, there is a
need to maintain an effective five year housing land supply. Notwithstanding the existing
allocations, the site at Newbarns would be able to deliver a steady rate of development over
the Plan period. Given the required focus on deliverability in the next plan it appears short
sighted to not allocate a slightly larger site at Newbarns which is constraint free and the general
location of which has been accepted in principle in bid FR061.

When the LDP team first started this process they said that they were looking for sites which
are deliverable. The existing allocations in Oldmeldrum from the 2012 Plan onwards have not
been able to deliver as expected. This is a sensible choice for new development in
Oldmeldrum and the landowner and developer at Newbarns have shown their commitment to
delivery including extensive consultation with the community who are supportive of the larger
development FRO62 site.



Issue 80 Oldmeldrum

1. List of Respondents

54
245
246
247
506
712
800
-804
805
820
841

846
860
876
894
963
1009

2. Issues

General Issues

Care should be taken throughout to protect wildlife, and there are traffic impacts on the
A947, including pedestrian interactions (894). Improvements are needed to education
and healthcare through Developer Contributions (54, 846).

One respondent disputes the need to provide further housing (860) and further retail
development (894) in the settlement. Bungalows and affordable housing are required
(846).

SEPA consider that significant waste water capacity issues, may limit delivery and any
future development is considered premature (805).

Existing Site — OP2
Objection was made to the continued allocation of this site as it is not deliverable and is

detached from the settlement. The site should remain as open space/strategic
landscaping (246, 247).



Bid FR012
Respondent expressed support for the Officers’ recommendation (“not preferred”) for

bid FR012 (804, 846).

Bid FR061

Concerns are raised over the increased density of the site (963), lack of public transport
(894), traffic/road safety/parking impacts including on A947 (712, 860, 894), and wildlife
impacts (860, 894). There are also perceived to be education constraints (860). The
site extends outwith the boundaries of the existing settlement (894, 860) and existing
sites to be built out first (860). Development of this site would erode the sense of place
in the area (860). Woodland should be protected and tree planting enhanced (876).

Development should be allocated alongside FR062 for added co-ordination (804, 846).
SNH require a site brief to ensure biodiversity measures are identified, including
protecting the adjacent woodland (506).

Bid FR062

Concerns were raised over the increased density of the site (963), lack of public
transport (894), traffic/road safety/parking impacts including on A947 (712, 860, 894),
and wildlife impacts (860, 894). There were also perceived to be education constraints
(860). The site extends outwith the boundaries of the existing settlement (894, 860)
and existing sites to be built out first (860). Development of this site would erode the
sense of place in the area (860). There is a conflict with ancient woodland (876).

The site should be allocated alongside FR061 to ensure a co-ordinated approach (245,
846) and support is given for 200 houses on the site as this delivers housing,
community benefits and is constraint free (245). It offers the same advantages as bid
FRO61. There is no need for an eastern bypass, as confirmed by the Council. It offers
an extension to the amenity ground which has community support. Education
constraints can be addressed through the planning application and developer
contributions (245).

Bid FR068
Development would support the settlement (894). It should be for housing only,
employment would be incongruous (846).

Historic Environment Scotland (HES) raised concern that there would be an impact
upon the Barra Battlefield. Landscape impacts should be considered alongside
cumulative and archaeological information (1009). SNH believed that biodiversity
measures and enhanced green infrastructure would be required (506). There were
conflicting views presented on the density of the site, with one respondent voicing
concerns over the increased density (963), while another supports an increase (246).



Bid FR069

This allocation supports the settlement (894) and helps meet housing need (800). An
increased allocation is welcomed (800). The provision of a transport interchange is
supported (800), and should be secured early (804, 846). The waste water constraint
can be resolved by 2021 (800). SNH believed that biodiversity measures and
enhanced green infrastructure will be required (506).

Bid FR073
Support was expressed for the Officers’ recommendation not to include this site (804,
846).

Bid FR083

Two respondents supported the allocation of this site (247, 804) and two respondents
consider it should be released for immediate development as deliverable and accessible
(247, 846). It fits well with the overall pattern of development (247).

HES are concerned that there would be an impact upon the Barra Battlefield (54, 1009).
Landscape impacts should be considered alongside cumulative and archaeological
information (1009). SNH note that it relates poorly to the settlement and that careful
siting and design would be required for expansion of the settlement here. A
Development Brief will be required to provide meaningful open space in this part of the
settlement (506).

Bid FR088
This site should be allocated for 10 houses or as stated, bungalows. It is sustainable,
deliverable and has previously been supported (804, 846, 963).

Bid FR110

Support was expressed for the allocation of bid FR110. It was considered that the site
should be brought forward as all neighbouring land is already developed and so it would
relate well to the settlement (804, 846).

HES raised concern that there would be an impact upon the Barra Battlefield.
Landscape impacts should be considered alongside cumulative and archaeological
information (1009).

Bid FR111

Support was expressed for the allocation of bid FR111 in order to provide a bypass
(804, 846). SNH note that it provides the opportunity to create a welcoming entrance
to the settlement (506).

HES were concerned that there would be an impact upon the Barra Battlefield and other
adverse archaeological impacts. Landscape impacts should be considered alongside
cumulative and archaeological impacts (1009). SNH advised against development on
the lower slopes of the Hill of Barra and required green infrastructure along the burn,
biodiversity measures, and active travel routes from the site (506).



Bid FR119

It was believed that development would support the settlement (894). The Proposed
Local Development Plan is not clear on the status of community facilities and this needs
clarified (841).

There were concerns over drainage and potential flooding, access and safety on this
site (64). Further concerns over the proposed density and overdevelopment of the site
are voiced (804, 841, 846) and concerns raised over education provision (54, 804, 846).
The site should include a school (804, 846) and community facilities should remain
allocated (841). SNH believed that the site should include greenspace and avoid
overdevelopment (506).

The requirement for two access points should be removed (841).

Bid FR135

Support was expressed for the Officers’ recommendation not to include bid FR135 (804,
846). However, it represents a natural extension to the settlement and can create a
desirable place. It would represent wider expansion alongside neighbouring bid sites.
Prime agricultural land is not a reason to prohibit development (820).

Bid FR136
Support was expressed for the Officers’ recommendation not to include bid FR136 (804,

846).
3. Actions

General issues

General points made about the protection of wildlife and traffic impacts are standard
issues resolved through the Development Management process. Education
contributions are very difficult to articulate at the moment with the rate of development
dictating the scale of education requirement that should be provided. NHS Grampian
have advised us of immediate needs for healthcare across Aberdeenshire, but this does
not include additional provision at Oldmeldrum at this time. Provision of bungalows
would be market led and not something that we can specifically request on individual
sites within the Plan. However policies within the Draft Proposed Local Development
Plan request that developers deliver a good balance of house types.

In accordance with the Aberdeen City and Shire Strategic Development Plan sufficient
additional housing land allocations are identified in the Aberdeen Housing Market Area.
It is considered that Oldmeldrum has an appropriate amount of land identified for
housing to meet local housing needs during the Plan period.

With regard to the request made by SNH to ensure that adequate provision is made for
biodiverse open space, policies are also in place that require all development to
enhance biodiversity and provide adequate public open space.



Waste water capacity issues relate to the water flows in the Meadow Burn and its ability
to provide sufficient dilution to the added flow. This is a serious threat to future
development in Oldmeldrum. Other than the existing allocated sites development may
need to drain to the north east rather than into watercourses to the south. There is no
immediate solution available for this issue. Only bid sites FR012, FR061, FR062, and
FR135 are likely unaffected by this significant constraint. On allocated sites, solutions
require to be agreed with Scottish Water through a growth project once development
meets their five growth criteria.

Bids FR083, FR110 and FR111

Three of the sites in Oldmeldrum (bids FR083, FR110, and FR111) are within the
designated National Battlefield site, and on this we agree with Historic Environment
Scotland that these should not come forward, despite the views of the Community
Council to the contrary. Bid FR083 in particular is incongruous and in a poorly related
location with regard to the settlement as it is physically and visually detached.

Bids FR068, FR069, and FR119

Sites FR068, FR069, and FR119 are all sites currently within the Local Development
Plan and identified as deliverable. We note the concern of Historic Environment
Scotland on the allocation of the FR068 site but its context within the existing bypass
lends itself to development. The suggestion that a section of the OP2 site should be
retained as undeliverable open space would conserve part of the battlefield in
perpetuity. Site FR119 is subject to a current planning application, which the Proposed
Local Development Plan will respect. Comments made against the development of this
site reflect the planning application currently being addressed, and not the long-
established principle of development on the site. Likewise bid FR069 has a live
consent but an alternative proposal is being submitted to increase the density of the
development.

Bid FR088

Bid FRO88 is an old quarry site which was considered at the LDP Examination on a
previous Local Development Plan and dismissed. Providing a safe route to school
from this site would prove very difficult and could lead to road safety issues. We do not
propose to allocate this site, at this time.

Bid FR012

Bid FR012 is currently part of the Oldmeldrum Golf Course. Development of this site at
this time would be detached from the current settlement. We do not propose to
allocate this site, at this time.

Bids FR061 and FR062

Bids FR061 and FR062 could provide opportunity for a private sewage treatment works
draining to the Den of Gownor and ultimately the Raxton Burn. The scale of the
proposal for FR062 represents significant underdevelopment and a revised proposal is



promoted that restricts the land take at this time rather than increasing the size of the
site and subjecting Oldmeldrum to significant new development. While the constraints
identified are not inconsiderable, they are either resolvable through developer
obligations or represent a misunderstanding of the likely impacts, particularly at the
junction of Park Crescent and the A947, where road safety risks have been overstated
by respondents. Loss of prime agricultural land is inevitable on all extensions to
Oldmeldrum. FR061 and FR062 should not be promoted as a single entity to allow for
better co-ordination and flexible approach to delivery. This would run the risk of
promoting development that was not in scale with the needs of the community in the
Plan period.

Bid FR135
Bid FR135 is currently detached from the settlement and will be for some years before
the OP4/FR069 site is constructed. It is not, yet, a natural expansion to the town.

Bid FR073 and FR136
Bid FR073 and FR136 are rural sites that have no external support and are not
favoured by the Community Council.

The Draft Proposed Local Development Plan

A number of changes were proposed in the Draft Proposed Local Development Plan
(Draft Proposed LDP) on the basis of early consultation with stakeholders. These are
captured in the recommendations below.

4. Recommendations

1. Significant modifications are proposed to the settlement Vision to reflect
community aspiration. Other minor changes are promoted to improve
readability.

2. Take cognisance of waste water constraints in Oldmeldrum and highlight this for
all developments.

3. Continue to pursue existing and preferred sites; bid sites FR068, FR069, and
FR119 should be retained, with the addition of the new site FR061 to provide 146
homes.

4. Add to allocation summary for Site OP4 “A buffer is required along the eastern
boundary to protect the trees along the boundary”.
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