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PROPOSED ABERDEENSHIRE LOCAL
DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2020

RESPONSE FORM

Please use this form to make comments

on the Proposed Aberdeenshire Local

Development Plan 2020. If you are making

comments about more than one topic it would be very

helpful if you could fill in a separate response form for each issue you wish to raise.

Please email or send the form to reach us by 31 July 2020 at the following address:

Post: Planning Policy Team, Infrastructures Services
Aberdeenshire Council, Woodhill House, Westburn Road, ABERDEEN, AB16 5GB

Email: Idp@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Please refer to our Privacy Notice at the end of this form for details of your rights under
the Data Protection Act.

YOUR DETAILS

Title: Dr

First Name: Martin
Surname: Barker
Date: 31.07.20

Postal Address:

Postcode:

Telephone Number:

Email;

Are you happy to receive future correspondence only by email? Yes . No []

Are you responding on behalf of another person? Yes[] No .

If yes who are you representing?

[] Tick the box if you would like to subscribe to the Aberdeenshire LDP eNewsletter:

An acknowledgement will be sent to this address soon after the close of consultation.
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YOUR COMMENTS

PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS FORM REPLACES THE VERSION
THAT | PREVIOUSLY SUBMITTED, WHICH WAS AN DRAFT
VERSION

Modification that you wish to see (please make specific reference to the section of the
Proposed Plan you wish to see modified if possible, for example Section 9, paragraph
E1.1):

To drop the plan for 11 dwelling houses in a field in Findon (‘OP1’)

Reason for change:

| suppose Aberdeenshire Council might assume that any arguments against this
development might be simply a NIMBY response from local resident. But this is to ignore
the reality that:

(a) local residents can still be objective, and furthermore are likely to be highly aware of
the local circumstances.

(b) the proposed develop appears to be odds with the Council’s stated objectives in the
Strategic Development Plan. The objectives are excellent but, because of that, they
should carefully applied. Yet the proposed development appears to ignore the Plan’s
objectives.

The proposed development of 11 houses in Findon is concerning, for several reasons.
My responses to relevant parts of the Proposed Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan
2020 are listed below.

SECTION 3

“3.4. The Framework obliges us to plan our communities to be pleasant places to live...
We must protect and enhance [abundant natural resources]”.

“3.13 This Local Development Plan help to promote Aberdeenshire as: An area where
natural and cultural heritage are protected and enhanced”

But there is no obvious or logical way in which the proposed development could achieve
these objectives. Indeed, the Plan appears to ignore them. Instead, it is likely that the
existing village would be a less pleasant place to live for many, and that natural
resources would be degraded. It is clear that the proposed development, on a green field
site, cannot meet these objectives.

SECTON 4

“4.2 To promote substantiable mixed communities” in which any development is
‘sympathetic to the needs of the community’. But it is difficult to see how this can be
achieved in a small village that already has a complete and settled community. Those of
us who live here chose this village specifically for its tranquillity and lack of amenities (no
shops, no streetlighting, no mains gas; not on bus route). These unique characteristics
would be irrevocably disturbed if the proposed development proceeded.

“4.4 To protect and improve assets and resources”. But this proposal is to build, with
accompanying infrastructure, on a green field site, and adjacent to an SSSI area that is a
biologically critical example of coastal heathland. Several of the local houses are a
legacy of the historical Finnan haddie local trade. It is impossible to conclude that the
development would ‘improve the natural and built environment'.

“4.5 To increase and diversify the economy”. But in this small, settled community,
consisting of many retired people, we are not aware of any wish to ‘encourage




development'. In fact, in discussions with many others in this rural community | am
certain that any further development would be most unwelcome.

“4.7 To... reduce the need to travel and promote walking, cycling, and public transport.
But the proposed development would inevitably result in substantially increased traffic,
presumably supported by a widening and straightening of roads and by the installation of
street lighting. All of this would have a devastating effect on quiet roads within the village
and its immediate environment. It is likely that many of those villagers who currently
enjoy walking and cycling in their environment will be deterred from doing so in the

future, if the development goes ahead.
SECTION 5

“5.10 We are aware of the need to promote the use of previously developed [brownfield]
land... wherever possible”. But, in this case, this aspiration will not be met since the site
is undeveloped. Meanwhile, unattractive brownfield sites in Aberdeenshire seem to be
ignored and the Chapelton model town is underutilised.

Finally

“4.8 Above all the Plan tries to make sure that we are indeed delivering, as stated in
Scottish Planning Policy, “the right development in the right place”.” | have to
conclude that the proposal to build 11 dwelling houses in Findon might be right

development but is in the wrong place.

PRIVACY NOTICE

Aberdeenshire
COUNCIL A

LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

PUBLIC COMMENT

The Data Controller of the information being collected is
Aberdeenshire Council.

The Data Protection Officer can be contacted at Town
House, 34 Low Street, Banff, AB45 1AY.

Email: dataprotection@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Your information is being collected to use for the following
purposes:

» To provide public comment on the Aberdeenshire Local
Development Plan. The data on the form will be used to
inform Scottish Ministers and individual(s) appointed to
examine the Proposed Local Development Plan 2020. It
will inform the content of the Aberdeenshire Local
Development Plan 2021.

Your information is:

the following consequences of failure to provide the
information:

It is a Statutory Obligation under Section 18 of the Town
and Country (Scotland) Act 1997, as amended, for
Aberdeenshire Council to prepare and publish a Proposed
Local Development plan on which representations must be
made to the planning authority within a prescribed period
of time. Failure to provide details requested in the ‘Your
Details’ section of this form will result in Aberdeenshire

Being collected by Aberdeenshire Council X

The Legal Basis for collecting the information is:

Personal Data

Legal Obligations X

Where the Legal Basis for processing is either
Performance of a Contract or Legal Obligation, please note

Council being unable to accept your representation.

Your information will be shared with the following recipients
or categories of recipient:

Members of the public are being given this final
opportunity to comment on the Proposed Aberdeenshire
Local Development Plan. The reasons for any changes
that the Council receives will be analysed and reported to
Scottish Ministers. They will then appoint a person to
conduct a public examination of the Proposed Plan,
focusing particularly on the unresolved issues raised and
the changes sought.

Your name and respondent identification number (provided
to you by Aberdeenshire Council on receipt of your
submission) will be published alongside a copy of your

completed response on the Proposed Local Development




Plan website (contact details and information that is
deemed commercially sensitive will not be made available
to the public).

In accordance with Regulation 22 of the Town and Country
(Development Planning) (Scotland) Regulations 2008
where the appointed person determines that further
representations should be made or further information
should be provided by any person in connection with the
examination of the Proposed Plan the appointed person
may by notice request that person to make such further
representations or to provide such further information.

collected. After 5 years Aberdeenshire Council will review
whether it is necessary to continue to retain your
information for a longer period. A redacted copy of your
submission will be retained for 5 years beyond the life of
the Local Development Plan 2021, possibly until 2037.

The following automated decision-making, including
profiling, will be undertaken:

Not applicable.

Your information will be transferred to or stored in the
following countries and the following safeguards are in
place:

Not applicable.

The retention period for the data is:

Aberdeenshire Council will only keep your personal

data for as long as is needed. Aberdeenshire Council
will retain your response and personal data for a retention
period of 5 years from the date upon which it was

Please note that you have the following rights:

» to withdraw consent at any time, where the Legal Basis
specified above is Consent;

* to lodge a complaint with the Information
Commissioner’s Office (after raising the issue with the
Data Protection Officer first);

* to request access to your personal data;

» to data portability, where the legal basis specified above
is:
(i) Consent; or
(i) Performance of a Contract;

» to request rectification or erasure of your personal data,
as so far as the legislation permits.
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